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IDIN Skill Builder:  

Charcoal Press Participant Guide 
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Mark the entire cut line to ensure a straight 

cut. 

Use a thumb to stabilize the blade while 
initiating the cut. 

More teeth for thinner material. 

Cut at a 45 degree angle with force on 
the forward stroke only. 

Let the saw do the work. 

X 

Use the whole blade. Line up the 
shoulder, arm and blade. 
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Mark where to cut. 

Cut with the metal inserted as far as 

possible into the mouth 

Cut at a 45 degree angle. Apply force in 

the direction of the cutting teeth. 

Use the whole blade. Line up the shoulder, 

arm and blade. 
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Set up the work station by sketching on 

the wood and clamping the pieces down. 

Define the edges. 

When removing material, chisel toward the 

center, continuously alternating directions. 

Redefine the edges as needed. 

Hold hammer close to head for control; 

further down the handle for power. 

Place the nail inset from the corner. 

Hold nail at angle, then rotate until 

perpendicular to the wood. 


